Keefe and Ogul: American Legislative System Study Guide by Samson, Steven Alan
Liberty University
DigitalCommons@Liberty
University
Faculty Publications and Presentations Helms School of Government
2007
Keefe and Ogul: American Legislative System
Study Guide
Steven Alan Samson
Liberty University, ssamson@liberty.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/gov_fac_pubs
Part of the Other Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons, Political Science Commons, and the
Public Affairs, Public Policy and Public Administration Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Helms School of Government at DigitalCommons@Liberty University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Publications and Presentations by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Liberty University. For more
information, please contact scholarlycommunication@liberty.edu.
Recommended Citation
Samson, Steven Alan, "Keefe and Ogul: American Legislative System Study Guide" (2007). Faculty Publications and Presentations.
Paper 221.
http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/gov_fac_pubs/221
 
KEEFE AND OGUL:  AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE SYSTEM 
STUDY GUIDE, 2007 
Steven Alan Samson 
 
Chapter One 
complaints about legislatures 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings bill 
Congressional Accountability Act 
functions of the legislature 
Chapter Two 
types of congressional power 
implied limitations 
era of legislative supremacy 
state constitutional conventions 
local or special vs. general legislation 
multiplecategory classification systems 
statutory law in constitutions 
initiative and referendum (Oregon system) 
term limits 
annual vs. biennial legfislative sessions 
Chapter Three 
constituency agent vs. free agent 
trustee, delegate, politico 
criteria for apportionment 
Baker v. Carr 
Wesberry v. Sanders 
Reynolds v. Sims 
gerrymander 
Miller v. Johnson 
majority-minority districts 
Chapter Four 
methds of recruiting legislators 
direct primary 
role of national party 
"sophomore surge" 
reasons for decline in number of competitive seats 
coattail theory 
patterns of miderm congressional elections 
"exposure thesis" 
types of legis;lative activity 
incumbency factor 
Federal Election Campaign Act 
Buckley v. Valeo 
sources of campaign funds 
Chapter Five 
social and occupational backgrounds of legislators 
under- and overrepresentation of various groups based on race, religion, gender 
turnover and stability in membership 
the "fishbowl factor" 
professionalization of state legislatures 
career, springboard, and dead end legislatures 
congressional fringe benefits 
congressional immunity (U.S. v. Johnson) 
James Barber model: Spectator, Advertiser, Reluctant, Lawmaker 
characteristics of Lawmakers 
legislative norms 
changing floorstyle of senators 
Chapter Six 
types of committees 
committee caste system 
changes in congressional seniority practices 
role of committee staffs 
Chapter Seven 
David Truman: functions of committee hearings 
investigative power of Congress 
Chapter Eight 
discharge rule 
suspension of the rules 
amending process 
perfecting a bill 
"sweetener" 
changes in the filibuster rule 
cloture 
postcloture delays 
Thomas Reed 
character of the Congressional Record 
Chapter Eleven 
executive budget 
impoundment power 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act 
reasons for growth in the use of the veto 
factors that enhance executive influence 
Chapter Twelve 
legislative veto 
sunset laws 
appointment process 
intelligence oversight 
executive privilege 
 
